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City of Olmsted Falls

Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, December 9, 2014, at Olmsted Falls City Hall

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Mayor Ann Marie Donegan Council called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Kathleen Fenderbosch, Jay Linn, Linda Garrity, Bob Sculac, Kevin Roberts, and Terry Duncan, were present.  Mr. Pulice was not present.
Also in attendance:  Gregory Sponseller, Law Director, Steve Presley, Finance Director, Mike DeSan, Assistant Finance Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Rosann Jones, Manager Business & Community Services, Cornel Munteanu, Fire Chief, and Dan Gilles, Police Chief.  Audience: 4.
Approval of Minutes:
Ms. Duncan moved to approve the minutes from the Council Caucus of November 25, 2014; Mr. Linn seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

Ms. Duncan moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 25, 2014; Ms. Garrity seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None
Mayor’s Report and Appointments
Mayor Donegan asked Chief Gilles to read Proclamations to the two dispatchers in attendance, Kendra Adams and Pam Nicholson.  The dispatching services will be moved to Strongsville effective December 18, 2014.  Chief Gilles then read both Proclamations. Chief Gilles indicated that Dana Rogers was unable to attend this evenings meeting as she currently works the night shift.  
Ms. Garrity moved to re-appoint Marsha Hawkins of 8579 Columbia Road to the Architectural Board of Review for a 3 year term to expire on 12/31/2017; Mr. Linn seconded. Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Sculac). Motion carried. 

Ms. Duncan moved to re-appoint Alvin Williams of 26150 Hawthorne Court to the Park and Recreation Board for a 5 year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Mr. Roberts seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Ms. Duncan moved to re-appoint Dee Vanyo of 7826 Brookside Drive to the Park and Recreation Board for a 5 year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Mr. Roberts seconded. Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Sculac). Motion carried. 
Mr. Linn moved to re-appoint Terry Klimchak of 9855 Brook to the Planning Commission for a 5 year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Mr. Roberts seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

Mr. Roberts moved to re-appoint Brad Harris of 25373 Tyndall Falls to the Shade Tree Commission for a 5 year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Ms. Duncan seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Ms. Garrity moved to re-appoint StaceyYanetta of 23312 Grist Mill Court to the Environmental Protection Board for a 5 year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Ms. Duncan seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Ms. Duncan moved to re-appoint Ron Maichle of 25970 Elmer to the Environmental Protection Board for a five year term to expire on 12/31/2019; Mr. Linn seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Christians In Action Food Pantry – Mayor Donegan indicated that the administration would move forward with Christians in Action.  As she previously indicated they have run out of room at the Olmsted Community Center.  We are in the process of determining the lease language but essentially the lease would be in the amount of One Dollar.  They will utilize the bottom floor of the old library with certain stipulations including if the space becomes available for commercial development.  This lease would be an interim situation.  They have been informed that they could be asked to move and she is giving her assistance to help find a space.  She indicated that Mr. Sponseller does not believe she needs anything official from Council to allow them the use of the old library. She will however, request that Council make a motion allowing the use of this facility.  Mr. Sculac asked if there would be utility costs to the city or if Christians in Action would handle those costs.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the utility costs are minimal as they will only be in the facility one or two times a week and the city has to keep the utilities on anyways, so the city would assume the utility costs.  This organization serves at least 130 families in our community.  Mr. Roberts asked if the organization would be doing any type of cooking.  Mayor Donegan replied no they simply are distribution of goods. 
Mr. Sculac asked the furniture remaining from the library was moved out.  Mayor Donegan indicated that Mr. Borczuch moved all furniture from the old library and Jenkins Center. The contents were either moved to City Hall or destroyed. 

Mayor Donegan indicated that the directors are putting together an overtime narrative for Council.  For example, when you look at the Service Department you will see snowplowing, call off’s and etc. This should help Council understand why department’s utilize overtime.  As we move in 2015 we are actively involved in what can be done for overtime costs.  

She met with David Gilbert from Destination Cleveland discussing the falls and becoming a part of what Destination Cleveland puts together for such activities as the RNC coming to town.  As we move forward into 2015 we will be announcing some special events that we will do with Destination Cleveland.  

The Heritage Home Program was utilized in 2004 and 2014.  Statistics will be distributed including the number of calls and the projects.  We saw a slight increase in activity and could be due to the marketing.  The administration will ask Council’s approval for this program again in 2015. 
She distributed the financial report information from Olmsted Recreation.  She also distributed a senior events calendar.  Please forward any further requests for this organization to the Clerk of Council.  

She would also like to mention that the Service Committee is a Council committee and Mr. Tom Sprague has been a member of this committee for quite some time.  She had to inform him that his attendance was not needed and she would ask that either the Chairman of Service Committee or someone from Council’s office contact Mr. Sprague if his presence is not needed. 

She stated that Mr. Campanalie suggested different ideas back in September through Shade Tree regarding tree plantings and contests.  She stated that if she reviews committee minutes she may pick up on these types of requests and would ask that if Council desires to bring something forward present that request to the administration.  

Communications from Residents - None
Approval of Bills:
Mr. Sculac moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2014–23; Ms. Fenderbosch seconded.   Poll:  6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Officials Reports:
Rosann Jones, Manager Business & Community Services 
Ms. Jones indicated that the WDOK event took place and there was a line for the two hours the event took place.  She is unsure of how many people showed up because this event was taking place.  She will speak to the merchant’s to see if they had more sales during the event.  
She indicated that before Thanksgiving she sent out letters to 10 property owners with land that is contiguous to the city’s park land.  She has spoken with four of the property owners who have expressed interest in selling the city the amount of land needed to satisfy the ODNR requirements.  She indicated that it is likely that Council will see some expenditures in 2015 which will include a stake survey and title work.   

Joe Borczuch, Service Director 
Mr. Borczuch indicated that leaf pick up was delayed due to snow, equipment break downs and sewer issues.  The department will finish its leaf pick up on Friday.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the administration will begin looking at how leaf pick up will work next year.  She believes the cost to the city for this service is between $80,000 and $100,000 per year.  This service is a significant benefit to the residents.  She would like to engage best practices which would include how to inform residents so they are not frustrated.  For example, the truck goes down their street but everyone cannot get their leaves out until the weekend but then it takes another the three weeks before the truck comes around again. This will be a team approach between finance, business and community services, as well as service. 
Dan Gilles, Police Chief 
Chief Gilles indicated that dispatching will begin in Strongsville on Thursday, December 18th. 
He indicated that on December 20th his department will be holding a “Fill the Cruiser” event at Shaker’s IGA in cooperation with Olmsted Township.  This event funds the “Shop with a Cop” program that is held every year. The department will take six kids from the community this year who will be given a gift card, a breakfast will be held at North Olmsted High School, they also get to ride in a police car to Walmart where they can use their gift card and shop with a cop.  
Mayor Donegan indicated that Chief Gilles will end his term as the Chief of the Chief’s.  Chief Gilles indicated that he will completed his presidency of the County Chief’s next week at which point he will move into the past president’s role but remain on the board.  

Cornel Munteanu, Fire Chief 
Chief Munteanu indicated that he distributed a requisition from Schindler Brothers.  He did receive three estimates for the repair of the corrosion on the squad.  He would request that Council approve this repair. 

Ms. Fenderbosch moved to approve requisition 20299 to Schindler Brothers for the repair and re-paint of the corrosion on Squad 41 in an amount not to exceed $3,875.00; Ms. Duncan seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

Mayor Donegan indicated that the city has purchased the land lines for the Ready Notify system and is in the process of determining how many people are signed up.  A test will be sent to residents indicating that they are a part of the system. 
Steve Presley, Finance Director 
Mr. Presley indicated that the Statement of Cash position was distributed to Council as well as the Mayor’s Court end of the month report for November.  
Mike DeSan, Assistant Finance Director – No Report
Councilman Sam Pulice, Ward IV – Not Present
Councilman Charles R. Sculac, Ward I 
Mr. Sculac moved to approve the Statement of Cash position dated 11/30/2014 in the amount of $1,868,482.29; Ms. Fenderbosch seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Councilman Kevin Roberts, Ward II – No Report
Councilman Kathleen Fenderbosch, Council President – No Report
Councilman Jay Linn, Council Pro-Tempore – No Report
Councilman Terry Duncan, Ward III 

Ms. Duncan thanked all the Council members and the Mayor for attending the Christmas Tree lighting ceremony.  She would like to compliment the Service Department and Parks and Recreation Board for making the Village Green look outstanding.  

Councilman Linda Garrity, Council-at-Large 
Ms. Garrity reminded Council that the Boards and Commission’s Holiday party will take place on Thursday, December 11th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
She indicated that the most recent Chestnut Grove cemetery minutes were distributed to Council. 

She would also like to remind the Community Development Committee to complete the survey for Revize.  Mayor Donegan indicated that she would like these returned to her by the end of the next week. 

Ms. Garrity stated that Council meets again on December 23rd and ask if a work session would be held prior to the regular Council meeting.  Ms. Fenderbosch replied no. 

Gregory M. Sponseller, Law Director 

Mr. Sponseller stated that the city filed the nuisance civil action on the Bowman property.  He also indicated that the Beeler matter has been appealed to the Court of Appeals where it is pending.  He received notice yesterday of a pre-trial settlement conference.  
The collective bargaining negotiations are continuing and will hopefully have something to present to Council at the next Council meeting.  He does appreciate Mr. Sculac’s active involvement in these negotiations. 

He attended the Ohio Municipal Attorney’s Association seminar in Columbus, which is held every year.  This seminar is presented by experts in their field including the head of the Ohio Ethics Commission.  One of the issues that was brought forward with respect to open meetings was the fact that some Councils are holding informal caucus sessions that may not be posted.  This Council does not, our agendas are posted and informal discussions of Council are not appropriate where a majority of the body is present.  The chairman of the Ohio Ethics Commission does welcome telephone calls so that problems can be addressed before they arise.  If any member of Council thinks there might be a conflict of interest contact him. He would like to point out that it is critical that the conflict first be disclosed and then abstention and clarification on roll call.  
Old Business 
Resolution 118-2014

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS OF CLEVELAND TO PROVIDE FOR LOCAL POLICE TARGETED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY FOR A ONE YEAR PERIOD, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2014 AND RETROACTIVE THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY    Third Reading
Mr. Sculac moved to adopt; Mr. Linn seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Resolution 119-2014

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES TO BE RENDERED DURING THE YEAR 2015 AND TO DIRECT THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER TO CREDIT THE CONSIDERATION PAYABLE UNDER SAID CONTRACT AND TO DEDUCT EQUIVALENT SUMS FROM TAX SETTLEMENTS DUE THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY    Third Reading
Ms. Garrity moved to adopt; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Ordinance 120-2014

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY    Third Reading
Mr. Sculac moved to adopt; Ms. Fenderbosch seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.
Ordinance 122-2014

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2014 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014. REPEALING ORDINANCE 33-2014, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading

Ordinance 123-2014

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ORDER THE CURTAILMENT OF WATER USAGE (“SPRINKLING BAN”) IN THE CITY DURING WATER SHORTAGES, AND DECLARING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF   Second Reading
New Business

Mr. Roberts would like to know what is being done to find the individuals who hacked the city website.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the current website is offline.  We are working with Revize to get at least one page put up.  Chief Gilles indicated that it is hard to track hackers.  Mr. Roberts asked if the city was even attempting to track them.  Chief Gilles indicated that he has no ability within his department to track them.  Mr. Roberts asked if it was a federal crime to bring down the website of a municipality and if so why could the feds not help track?  Mayor Donegan indicated that the hackers did not take the website down the company hosting our website took us off line.  She asked if Mr. Roberts would like to initiate a federal investigation.  Mr. Roberts asked what would happen if this were to happen again.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the website was able to be hacked because of the inferiority of the city’s website.  Mr. Roberts indicated that if these individuals can manage to hack major banks in New York, the U.S. Treasury Department and the Pentagon they can hack the city again.  He would like to find out who these individuals are and finds it amazing that the city is not doing anything.  Mr. Sponseller indicated that he will look into the situation tomorrow afternoon and open the lines of communication with the appropriate federal agencies.  At this time he is not certain which agency.  He indicated that Mr .Roberts is correct this was a violation of law and the city should attempt to investigate as best we can.  Mr. Roberts asked what would happen if the hackers would get employee social security numbers.  Mr. Presley indicated that there is no financial information on the city website.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the website was hosted at At-Net Plus and is not a part of the city server.  The new server will also not host the city website it will be hosted with Revize in Troy, Michigan.  There is no intermingling with the server.  This is also the same reason the city is not utilizing wi-fi for the general public to use in the building. 
Mayor Donegan indicated that an employee lunch will be held on Thursday, December 18th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Miscellaneous New Business - None
Such other business that may come before Council 
Mayor Donegan indicated that she would like to enter into the record several memo’s that address some of the frustration with communications. 
Ms. Fenderbosch moved to adjourn; Mr. Linn seconded. Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 


             ____________________________
Ann Marie Donegan, Mayor

Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council
